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factories that employ more 
than 50,000 North Koreans 
and several hundred South 
Korean managers 

• Financed largely by the 
South; South Korean firms pay 
more than S80 million yearly 

in wages to North Koreans 

• In 2012, factories made $470 
million in goods, the largest 
source of North-South trade 

Source: BBC, AP, ESRI 
Graphic: Pat Can* 
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Koreans from crossing the 
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Dec. 12, 2012 North Korea 
launches rocket; says it put 
a satellite in orbit 






Feb. 12, 2013 North conducts 
underground nuclear test 
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begin yearly military drills 
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March 27 Pyongyang closes 
military hotline with Seoul 

March 28 U.S. flies B-2 stealth 
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March 30 North states it is 
in "state of war" with South 
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In Ho Chi Minh City we visited the War Remnants Museum which provided an interesting if depressing look 
al Ihe Vietnam War. Surprisingly, the anti-capitalist propaganda and America bashing wefe kept to a 
minimum* only appearing in a couple repeated phrases (ike 'the aggressive US war**. The first floor of the 
museum was dedicated to depicting how widely unpopular USA involvement in Vietnam was, with pictures 
of protests from Europe, the middle east Asia, Oceania and of course North and South America. The 
exhibit was fair to the people orthe United States, showing citizens burning dfaft cards, soldiers refusing to 
fly bombing missions and the massive protests including the famous Kent State University protest of 
1970. 



The second floor ol the museum was mostly 
pictures of the war and various war crimes that 
occured. Some of the pictures are incredibly 
powerful and others are very graphic I have 
included a couple of the tamer pictures here. 

The third floor is pictures and facts mainly 
about the herbicide Agent Orange This 
substance was used to wipe out jungle and 
covered areas to expose Viet Cong and North 
Vietnamese soldiers who might be using the 
foliage for cover It was also used on massive 
swaths of farm land to Hill crops and try to 
choke the advance of the Northern Army by 
cutting off their food supply and forcing 
peasants to nee to US dominated cities, 
hopefully there to enter the war on the side of 
the Americans. 20 000 000 US gallons of 
herbicide were sprayed during the war. The 
effects of this spraying were also felt long after 
the war had ended. Agent Orange, in particular, 
has high levels of dioxin which cause all kinds 
of mental and physical disorders including but 
not limited to; cancer, down syndrome, spina 
bifida and children born with missing 
or deformed limbs. The pictures, mostly of 
children* were hard to look at This exhibit also 





talked about the problems suffered by 
veterans exposed to the herbicides after 
they had returned to America and the 
compensation money they received. The 
lone of this floor was that the United 
States should also be providing 
compensation to the approximately 4 
million Vietnamese affected by Agent 
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500 x 667 Download Bluray Movies, TV Shows & Music FAST & FREE: THE KIL. 

kickassddl.blogspot.com 
The Killing Fields is a romanticized adaptation of an eyewitness magazine ... 
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chrisfharvey.typepad.com 
I bought both at the actual killing field. 
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cambodiangenocideproject.weebly.com 
After the Killing Fields: Lessons from the Cambodian Genocide 
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Screen Team » 30 Most Depressing Movies 

screenteamshow.com 
The Killing Fields (1984) The Misery: Roland Joffe's masterpiece is ... 
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The Killing Fields ( 1 984 ) | Umezoo 

umezoo.com 
Home > Movies > Umbrella Entertainment > The Killing Fields 
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Pin The Killing Wallpaper 1 366x768 on Pinterest 

picstopin.com 
The Killing Wallpaper 1 366x768 Picture 
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468x343 The Killing Fields (1984) Review | War Movies 

warmovieblog.com 
1 980s The Killing Fields (1 984). Published on March 31 st 201 1 | by Chris 




n a -.i 



r.i.n 



u i _| 



A + fl 6:45 



PM it A 







630 x 400 Militants and civilians killed in multiple US Somalia strikes: The ... ,__..... . JT^ 

thebureauinvestigates.com 
Militants and civilians killed in multiple US Somalia strikes: The ... 



it!! 



r.i.n 



L'i'J 



+ AJ3 6:46 



PM tf ,i 






280x214 



bi&iJI t^jb i j^*iil o^i ji 4 



Somalia | Ahmed Ismail 

ahmedistnailibrahim.wordpress.com 
Somalia | Ahmed Ismail 
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May There Be No More U.S. War Crimes | U.S. Naval Institute 

usnt.org 
May There Be No More U.S. War Crimes 
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330 x 256 The war crimes that followed September 1 1 | SocialistWorker. = 

socialistworker.org ';.. I 

The war crimes that followed September 1 1 | SocialistWorker. 
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Genocide Watch 



The International Alliance to End Genocide 



Home About Us Genocide Alerts Updates Alliance to End \ 
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Somalia 



News alerts* personal stories, and articles on Somalia can be sent to communicatJonsfftQenocidewatchoro . 




Somali militants threaten to avenge Puntland killings 
By Richard Lough, Reuters 
01 May 201 3 

Al Qaeda-linked Somali militants who have dug into parts of the northern Puntland province pledged vengeance after authorities in 
the autonomous region executed 13 suspected Islamist rebels. 

Puntland long avoided being caught up in successive Islamist insurgencies that have shattered Somalia but has slowly been 
infiltrated by al Shabaab rebels squeezed out of former south- central urban redoubts in the Horn of Africa state, 

Puntland officials say many of the insurgents have taken up positions in the mountains west of the port city of Bosasso. 

'Puntland massacred innocent Muslims,* al Shabaab spokesman Sheikh All Mohamud Rage said in an audio recording posted late 
on Tuesday on www.somalimemo.net. a website linked to the rebel group. "We shall avenge them. All those who spied bore false 
witness, judged and shot them will face a tough punishment/ (readmore) 




C^rs burn after al-Shabaab suicide bombers at:a:kecftre Benaoir 
regional court complex in Mogadishu on April 14,2013. (Mohamed 

Abdiwahab/AFP) 



Al-Shabaab in crosshairs of Somalia's anti -terrorism law 
By Majid Ahmed, Sabahi 
26 April 2013 

In the coming days Somalia's parliament will debate a proposed 
anti-terrorism law that targets al-Shabaab and aims to 
restructure the country's national security and intelligence 
services in the fight against terrorism. 

The Somali cabinet approved the draft anti- terrorism law on 
April 1 8th four days after al- Shabaab operatives killed at least 
29 civilians in a raid on the Benadir regional court complex. 

The details of the proposed draft law have vet to be released to 
the public, but will be available once the debate in parliament 
formally begins, (read more) 





SOMALIA; 1,700 victims of rape in Somalia last year 
By Abdi Muse, RBC Radio 
23 April 2013 

Mogadishu (RBC) Violence against women and girls is 
pervasive in Somalia and are of great concern which needs 
more national attention UN says. 

The UN Special Representative of the Secretary-General (SRSG1 
on sexual violence in conflict. Zainab Bangura, visited 
Mogadishu in early April. 

She expressed serious concern about the reports of rape in 
Somalia and specifically about the high number of rapes 
targeting displaced women and girls. The SRSG said that there 
were at least 1 ,700 victims of rape in Somalia last year, tread 
more) 
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o camp is the largest IDP camp in Somalia capital. 



SOMALIA: Al Shabab blamed for killing a journalist in Somalia 
By MatyunAli, RBC Radio 
22 April 2013 
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Philippine-American War - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

en.wikipedia.org 
Philippine war strategy [edit] 
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220 x 186 Philippine-American War - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

en.wikipedia.org 
See also: 1 902 Lodge Committee investigating Philippine-American war crimes 
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450 x 273 America&#039;s First War in Africa. US AFRICOM Launches Large .. 

blackagendareport.com 
America&#039;s First War in Africa. US AFRICOM Launches Large ... 



r.i.n 



L.I-J 



A + J3 6:54 



NeoConservative All-Stars 



Neo-Jacobin Liberals & Their Betrayal of America 
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Enemies of Conservatives. Tradition, and the American Way of Life 
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The War Criminals in our Midst 

thetruthseeker.co.uk 

The War Criminals in our Midst 
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300 x 1 92 Contraband of war. - The Edge of the American West - The Chronic!... 

chronicte.com 



Contraband of war. - The Edge of the American West - The Chronicle ... 
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488 x 288 What Nobody Wants To Know About Somalia And Why; And What T... 

uruknet.de ■- 
A huge war crime -- a massive crime against humanity — is going on right ... t 
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2944 x 2370 Philippine-American War | The Espresso Stalinist 

espressostalinist.wordpress.com 
Isn't it high time that the USA army, Congress and Government apologised fo.- 
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The American Artillery did wonderful execution in the battles with 
riMirjgeiitM. [n a trench at Santa Ana the Taga) dead lay in piles, 
TJj u in Mi.- picture consisted of thirty eight bodiea 
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of the population ofthe country. One hundred years have passed* Isn't n high time thai the USA army. Congress and Government 
apologised for the horrendous crimes and monstruous sufferings that infacied upon the peoples of Flliplnas? 




Alfonso Velazquez 

It was American policy at the turn of the century lo kill a& many Filipinos as possible. The rationale wa& straightforward: 

"With a i i ■■ ex* tptions. practically the entire population has been hostile to us at heart " to row Brigadier General/, franklin 
Bell *tn order to combat such a population it is* necessary to make the state o/'h ar as insupportable as possible, and there is no 
more efficacious nay of accomplishing this than by keeping the minds of the people in such a state of anxiety ami apprehension 
that living under such condition* n ill soon become intolerable. ,h 

The comparison of this highly successful operation with our less successful adventure in Vietnam was made by, among others. Bernard 
Fall, who referred to our conquest of the Philippines a^ 

"the bloodiest colonial H or tin proportion to population J ex er fbught by a ;i hire power in Asia; it cost the lives of 3 r 000 t 000 
Filipinos. ' (cf £. Ahmed's "The Theory and Fallacies of Counter-Insurgency* " The Nation* August -, I9~1J 

General Bell himself, the old sweetheart, estimated that we killed one-sixth of the population of the main island of Luzon — 
some 600.000 people. 

Now a Mr* Creamer quotes a Mr. Hill {"who grew up In Manila/' presumably counting skulls) who suggests that the body count for all 
the islands is 300,001) men, women, and children — or half what General Bell admitted to. 



1 am amused to learn that 1 have wandered "so far from easily verified fact.*" There are no easily verified facts when it comes to this 
particular experiment in genocide. At the time when I first made reference to the 3,000.000 (NYR, October 18, 1973). a Filipino wrote me 
to say she was writing her master's thesis on the subject- She was Inclined to accept Fall's figures but she said that since few records 
were kept and entire villages were totally destroyed, there was no way to discover, exactly, those "facts" historians like to "'verify ? In 
any case, none of this Is supposed to have happened and so^as far as those history books that we use to Indoctrinate theyounggo.it did 
not happen." 
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more efficacious way of accomplishing this than hy ke&pfyi£ the minds of the people in such a state of anxiety ami apprehension 
that living under such conditions i\ ill soon become intolerable* " 

The comparison or this highly successful operation with our less successful adventure in Vietnam was made by, among others, Bernard 
Fall, who referred to our conquest of the Philippines m: 

"the Moodiest colonial i\ar fin proportion to population) e\ er fought hy a ;i hire power in Asia: it cost the tires of 3 t 000 t 000 
Filipinos " (cfi £. Ahmed i "The Theory and Fallacies of Counter-Insurgency > " The Nation, August Z 1971*) 

General Rell himself, the old sweetheart, estimated that we killed one-sixth of the population of the main island of Luzon — 
some 600,000 people. 

Now a Mr. Creamer quotes a Mr. HU1 ("who grew up in Manila." presumably counting skulls) who suggests that the body count for all 
the islands is 300.000 men, women, and children — or half what General Bell admitted to, 

I am amused to learn that 1 have wandered "so far from easily verified fact," There are no easily verified Tacts when it comes to this 
particular experiment in genocide. At the time when 1 first made reference to the 3,000,000 (NYR t October 18, 1973) f a Filipino wrote me 
to say she was writing her master's thesis on the subject. She was inclined to accept Fall's figures but she said that since few records 
were kept and entire villages were totally destroyed, there was no way to discover, exactly, those "facts'" historians like to "verify." In 
any case, none of this is supposed to have hoppened and so, as far as those history books that we use to Indoctrinate the young go, it did 
not happen." 







Gore Vidal 

"EXCEPT during the sixties when the Filipino-American War of 1899-1902 was referred to as "the first Vietnam," the death of 1-4 million 
Filipinos has been usually accounted for as either collateral damage or victims of insurrection against the imperial authority of the 
United States. 

The first Filipino scholar to make a thorough documentation of the carnage is the late Luzviminda Francisco in her contribution to The 
Philippines: The End of An Illusion (London, 1973). 

This fact is not even mentioned in the tiny paragraph or so inmost U.S. history textbooks. Stanley Karnow's In Our Image r ( 1989), the 
acclaimed history olthis intervention, quotes the figure of 200,000 Filipinos killed in outright fighting. Among historians, only Howard 
Zinn and Gabriel Kolko have dwelt on the^genocidar character of the catastrophe. Kolko f in his magisterial Main Currents in Modern 
American History (1976), reflects on the context of the mass murder: 

Violence reached a crescendo against the Indian after the Civil War and found a yet bloodier manifestation during the protracted 
'quest of the Philippines from 189S until well into the next decade, when anywhere from 200,000 to 600,000 Filipinos were 
killed in an orgy of racist slaughter rhat evoked much congratulation and approval,. 



Zinn's-4 People's History of the Ifaited States 1 13SQ) cites 300.000 Filipinos killed in Batangas alone, while William Pomeroy's American 
Neo-Cofoniafism (1970) cites GOO.OOO Filipinos dead in Luzon alone by 1902. The actual figure of 1,4 million covers the period from 1899 
to 1905 when resistance by the Filipino revolutionary forces mutated from outright combat in battle to guerilla skirmishes: it doesn't 
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This fact Is not even mentioned in the tiny paragraph or so in most U.S. history textbooks, Stanley Karnow's in Oar image 119B9\, the 
acclaimed history of this intervention, quotes the figure of 200.000 Filipinos killed in outright fighting. Among historians, only Howard 
Zinn and Gabriel Kolko have dwelt an the^genocidar character of the catastrophe* Kolko, in his magisterial Main Currents in Modern 
American i/istoiy{ 1976), reflects on the context of the mass murder: 

"Violence reached a crescendo against the Indian after the Civil War and found a yet Idoodier manifestation during the protracted 
conquest of the Philippines from JS9S until n ell into the next decade, when anywhere from 20(1000 to SOO,000 Filipinos were 
Aided tn an org)' of racist slaughter that evoked much congratulation and approval, . . 

Zinn's A People 's Jiistoty of the United States < 1 980) cites 300.000 Filipinos killed in Batangas alone, while William Poraeroy's American 
Neocolonialism \ 1970) cites 600.000 Filipinos dead in Luzon alone by 1902. The actual figure of 1.4 million covers the period from 1899 
to 1905 when resistance by the Filipino revolutionary forces mutated from outright combat in battle to guerilla skirmishes: it doesn't 
include the thousands of Moras (Filipino Muslims) killed in the First two decades of U.S. colonial domination,* 1 




E. San Juan. Jr. 

In A People's History* of the United 'States, Howard Zinn writer of American sadism during the Philippine-American war; 

"In November 1901, the Manila correspondent of The Philadelphia Ledger reported: 

~The present war is no bloodless, opera bouffe en rugemenr: our men have been relentless, have killed to exterminate men. women* 
children, prisoners and captives, active insurgents and suspected people pom lads often up, the idea prevailing that the Filipino 
as such was little better than a dv : 

Vur soldiers have pumped salt narer into men to make them talk and have taken prisoners people n ho held up their hands and 
peacefttlly surrendered, and an hour later, without an atom of evidence to show rhat thev were even msurreetos, stood them on a 
bridge and shot them down one by one, to drop into the water below and float don n as examples to those who found their bullet- 
loaded corpses, ** 

In Manila, 3 IIS. Marine named Littletown Waller, a major, was accused of shooting eleven defenseless Filipinos, without trial, on the 
island of Samar other marine officers described his testimony; 

'The ma/or said that General Smith instructed htm to kill and bum, and said that the more he killed and burned the better pleased 
he would be; that it was no time to take prisoners, and that he was to make Samar a howling wilder/;* ■ Mofor Waller asked 
General Smith to define the age limit for killing, and he replied "everything over ten 

In the province of Batangas. the secretary of the province estimated that of the population of 300.000. one third had been killed by 

combat, famine, or disea^ 

American firepower was overwhelmingly superior to anything the Filipino rebels could put together. In the very first battle. Admiral 

Dewey steamed up the Pasig River and fired 500-pound shells into the riUpino trenches. Dead Filipinos were piled so high that the 

Americans used their bodies for breastworks. 

Mark Twain said further of the brutal American genocide: 
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■ricans used tneir ooaies tor Dreasuvoi 
Mark Twain said further of the brutal Araerican genocide: 

"...I have seen that we do not intend to free, but to subjugate the people of the Philippines, we have gone to conquer, not to redeem, 
and sol am an anti-imperialist* iarri opposed to having the (american] eagle put Its lalons on any other land/ 1 




Mark Twain 
October 15, 1900 
the new york herald 

AVehave pacified some thousands of the Islanders and buried them; destroyed their fields; burned their villages, and turned their 
widows and orphans out-of-doors; furnished heartbreak by exile to some dozens of disagreeable patriots: subjugated the remaining ten 
millions by Benevolent Assimilation, which is the pious new name of the musket; we have acquired property In the three hundred 
concubines and other slaves of our business partner, the Sultan of Sulu f and hoisted our protecting flag over that swag. And so f by these 
providences of god — and the phrase is the government's, not mine — we are a World Power." 

— Mark Twain 

Source 
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Filipino historian r. San Juan, Jr H alleges that the death of 1.4 million Filipinos constitutes an act of genocide on the part of the 
United States. 



Mark Twain was deeply disturbed by the sadistic war crimes committed by the evil L\S. military in a Vietnam-like genocide 
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United States attacks Into the countryside often Included scorched earth campaigns[621 in which entire villages were burned and 
destroyed, the use of torture (water cure(79]l and the concentration of civilians into "protected zones".(80] In November 1901. the 
Manila correspondent of the Philadelphia Ledger reported:*The present war is no bloodless, opera bouffe engagement; our men have 
been relentless, have killed to exterminate roen r women, children, prisoners and captives, active insurgents and suspected people from 
lads of ten up, the idea prevailing that the Filipino as such was little better than a dog,..," 




THl WHITE If ) M*»- B butiQCu 

A New York-born soldier * "The town of Titatia [ste| was surrendered to us a few r days ago, and two companies occupy the same. Last 
night one of our boys was found shot and his stomach cut open. Immediately orders were received from General Wheaton lo burn the 
town and kill every native in sight; which was done to a finish. About 1 ,000 men, women and children were reported killed, I am 
probably growing hard-hearted, fori am in rny glory when I can sight my gun on some dark skin and pull the trigger (Benevolent 
Assimilation, pg. 88 1, Corporal Sam Gillis- "We make everyone get into his house by seven p,m„ and we only tell a man once, If he 
refuses we shoot him* We killed over 300 natives the first night. They tried to set the town on fire. If they Fire a shot from the house we 
burn the house down and every house near it, and shoot the natives, so they are prettj criiirt in town now 




Filipino villagers were forced into concentration camps called reconcentrados which were surrounded by free-Dre zones, or in other 
words "dead zones." Furthermore, these camps were overcrowded and filled with disease, causing the death rate to be extremely high. 
Conditions in these "reconcentrados" were inhumane, Between January and April 1902, 8.350 prisoner* of approximately 298,001) died, 
Some camps incurred death rates as high as 20 percent, *One camp was two miles by one mile (3.2 by 1,6 kmj In area and 'home* to 
some 8,000 Filipinos, Men were rounded up for questioning tortured^ and summarily executed," 



r.i/i 



L'i\J 



A + /3 7:01 



20/the-framing-of-al-meg 



Contact us 



c 




War Crimes! 



Exposing media lies as war propaganda. 



The Framing of al-Megrahi 



Posted on 20 May 2012 ^ Q 

O Rate This 
By Gareth Peirce. 24 September 2009, Source: www.lrb.ccmk 

It is, of course, now all about oil, Only a simpleton could believe that Abdelbaset AH al-Megrahi. 
convicted of responsibility for the Lockerbie bombing, was not recently returned to his home in 
Libya because it suited Britain, The political furore is very obviously contrived, since both the 
British and American governments know perfectly well how and for what reasons he came to be 
prosecuted* More important than the present passing storm is whether any aspect of the 
investigation that led to al-Megrahi's original conviction was also about oil. or dictated by other 
factors that should have no place in a prosecution process* 

The devastation caused by the explosion of Pan Am Flight 103 over Lockerbie, at the cost of 270 
lives, deserved an investigation of utter integrity* Article 2 of the European Convention on Human 
Rights demands no less. Where there has been a death any inquiry must be independent, effective 
and subject to public scrutiny, to provide the basis for an attribution of responsibility and to 
initiate criminal proceedings where appropriate. But, in the absence of this, a number of the 
bereaved Lockerbie families have of necessity themselves become investigators, asking probing 
questions for two decades without receiving answers; they have learned sufficient forensic 
science to make sense of what was being presented at al-Megrahi's trial and make up their own 
minds whether the prosecution of two Libyans at Camp Zeist near Utrecht was in fact a three-card 
trick put together for political ends. 

Perhaps the result could have been different if there had been an entirely Scottish police 
investigation, with unrestricted access to all available information, without interference or 
manipulation from outside. Instead, from the beginning, the investigation and what were to 
become the most important aspects of the prosecution case against al-Megrahi were hijacked, 
Within hours, the countryside around Lockerbie was occupied: local people helping with the 
search under the supervision of Dumfries and Galloway police realised to their astonishment that 
the terrain was dotted with unidentified Americans not under the command of the local police, 

Each aspect of every criminal investigation in Britain has to meet certain essential standards; 
where they are not met, these parts of the investigation should not in principle become the basis 
of a prosecution. There must be precise notes made of each physical exhibit found and by whom; 
its movements must be tracked: each time an exhibit is inspected, a record must be kept* The 
rationale is obvious: without a precise record, interference, contamination or simple mistakes 
could jeopardise a prosecutor's reliance on evidence that should be tangible and therefore 
potentially more convincing. For that reason, a crime scene must be sealed off until searches are 
complete* 

Those engineering the destruction of a transatlantic airliner in mid-flight might have believed diat 
it would be likely to happen over the sea* Instead. Pan Am 103 was destroyed over the Scottish 
town of Lockerbie and its fall-out was scattered over an area too huge to cordon off. The first and 
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Rebels preparing to smuggle chemical 
weapons from Libya into Syria 
via Turkey 



Posted on 11 August 2012 

***** O 1 Vote 

By Liana B. Baker. 3 August 2012, Source: blogsTeuiers.com 

The Free Syrian Army (FSA) has now acquired chemical weapons 
from Libya, Reuter's Khaled Oweis reports from Amman. It was 
previously thought that Ghaddafi's weapons had been dismantled, 
however usage by Libyan rebels has proven otherwise, His stockpile 
is thought to contain mustard gas and sarin, two dangerous agents 
that can induce death or permanently disabilities along large areas, 



oO 




Rebels opening packages 

containing chemical weapons 

equipment in Aleppo. 



This dangerous development occurs as public opinion seems to be 

turning against the rebels, due to attacks on Sunni tribal elders in 

Aleppo, a city that has been the stronghold of support for the government* The rebels earlier 

promised to turn the city into the "grave of the tribes" according to one rebel leader, a reprisal 

against the Berri clan that has been actively fighting them alongside government forces. 

Photographs from Aleppo seem to show rebels donning chemical weapons mask, others showing 
others in fresh unopened packaging, such as the M-42A1 gas mask, It is unlikely that the rebels 
have captured these masks from Syrian storage areas as they are manufactured in the United 
States* suggesting they may be part of the non-lethal aid that the Obama administration has tasked 
the CIA in handling to the rebels, 

It is feared that these weapons may fall into the hands of Al Qaeda on transit from Turkey, 
potentially entering Europe placing the entire continent at risk from catastrophic attack. Al Qaeda 
and the Free Syrian Army have been fighting primarily from Turkish territory, the former having 
no official support from Turkey, however have been using western equipment, including 24 
MANPADs suggesting some material support, 
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Posted on J 7 November 201 7 

tWW^V O 2 Voles 

By Hugh Roberts. 17 November 2011, Source: www.lrb-co.uk 



So Gaddafi is dead and Nato has fought a war in North Africa for the first time since the FLN 
defeated France in 1962. The Arab world's one and only State of the Masses, the Socialist People's 
Libyan Arab jamahiriyya, has ended badly. In contrast to the bloodless coup of 1 September 1969 
that overthrew King Idris and brought Gaddafi and his colleagues to power, the combined 
rebellion/civil war/ Nato bombing campaign to protect civilians has occasioned several thousand 
(5000? 10,000? 25.000?) deaths, many thousands of injured and hundreds of thousands of 
displaced persons, as well as massive damage to infrastructure. What if anything has Libya got in 
exchange for all the death and destruction that have been visited on it over the past seven and a 
half months? 

The overthrow of Gaddafi & Co was far from being a straightforward revolution against tyranny, 
but the West's latest military intervention can't be debunked as being simply about oiL Presented 
by the National Transitional Council (NTC) and cheered on by the Western media as an integral 
part of the Arab Spring, and thus supposedly of a kind with the upheavals in Tunisia and Egypt, 
the Libyan drama is rather an addition to the list of Western or Western-backed wars against 
hostile, 'defiant*, insufficiently 'compliant', or 'rogue' regimes: Afghanistan I (v. the Communist 
regime. 1979-92), Iraq I (1990-91). the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (over Kosovo, 1999), 
Afghanistan II (v. the Taliban regime. 2001) and Iraq II (2003). to which we might, with 
qualifications, add the military interventions in Panama (1989-90), Sierra Leone (2000) and the 
Ivory Coast (2011). An older series of events we might bear in mind includes the Bay of Pigs (1961), 
the intervention by Western mercenaries in the Congo (1964). the British-assisted palace coup in 
Oman in 1970 and -last but not least- three abortive plots, farmed out to David Stirling and 
sundry other mercenaries under the initially benevolent eye of Western intelligence services, to 
overthrow the Gaddafi regime between 1971 and 1973 in an episode known as the Hilton 
Assignment, 



The African Union's opposition to Nato's intervention 

Gaddafi's African policy gave Libya a firm geopolitical position and consolidated its strategic 
hinterland while also benefiting Africa. That many African countries appreciated Libya's 
contribution to the continent's affairs was made clear by the AU's opposition to Nato's 
intervention and its sustained efforts to broker a ceasefire and negotiations between the two sides 
of the civil war. These efforts were dismissed with scorn by Western governments and press, with 
African opposition to the military intervention cynically derided as Libya's clients doing their duty 
to their patron, a self-serving judgment that was unfair to South Africa in particular. That the 
Arab League, whose support for a no-fly zone was invoked by London. Paris and Washington to 
rlaim Arab Ippitimation nf Nato's intervention, had a mpmhprshin almost pntirplv rnnfinpd to 
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So Gaddafi is dead and Nato has fought a war in North Africa for the first time since the FLN 
defeated France in 1962. The Arab world's one and only State of the Masses, the Socialist People's 
Libyan Arab jamahiriyya, has ended badly. In contrast to the bloodless coup of 1 September 1969 
that overthrew King Idris and brought Gaddafi and his colleagues to power, the combined 
rebellion/civil war/ Nato bombing campaign to protect civilians has occasioned several thousand 
(5000? 10,000? 25.000?) deaths, many thousands of injured and hundreds of thousands of 
displaced persons, as well as massive damage to infrastructure. What if anything has Libya got in 
exchange for all the death and destruction that have been visited on it over the past seven and a 
half months? 

The overthrow of Gaddafi & Co was far from being a straightforward revolution against tyranny, 
but the West's latest military intervention can't be debunked as being simply about oiL Presented 
by the National Transitional Council (NTC) and cheered on by the Western media as an integral 
part of the Arab Spring, and thus supposedly of a kind with the upheavals in Tunisia and Egypt, 
the Libyan drama is rather an addition to the list of Western or Western-backed wars against 
hostile, 'defiant*, insufficiently 'compliant', or 'rogue' regimes: Afghanistan I (v. the Communist 
regime. 1979-92), Iraq I (1990-91). the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (over Kosovo, 1999), 
Afghanistan II (v. the Taliban regime. 2001) and Iraq II (2003). to which we might, with 
qualifications, add the military interventions in Panama (1989-90), Sierra Leone (2000) and the 
Ivory Coast (2011). An older series of events we might bear in mind includes the Bay of Pigs (1961), 
the intervention by Western mercenaries in the Congo (1964). the British-assisted palace coup in 
Oman in 1970 and -last but not least- three abortive plots, farmed out to David Stirling and 
sundry other mercenaries under the initially benevolent eye of Western intelligence services, to 
overthrow the Gaddafi regime between 1971 and 1973 in an episode known as the Hilton 
Assignment, 



The African Union's opposition to Nato's intervention 

Gaddafi's African policy gave Libya a firm geopolitical position and consolidated its strategic 
hinterland while also benefiting Africa. That many African countries appreciated Libya's 
contribution to the continent's affairs was made clear by the AU's opposition to Nato's 
intervention and its sustained efforts to broker a ceasefire and negotiations between the two sides 
of the civil war. These efforts were dismissed with scorn by Western governments and press, with 
African opposition to the military intervention cynically derided as Libya's clients doing their duty 
to their patron, a self-serving judgment that was unfair to South Africa in particular. That the 
Arab League, whose support for a no-fly zone was invoked by London. Paris and Washington to 
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Straining NATO on short Syrian leash 



Posted on 2 April 2012 ^ Q 

Rate This 
By Vijay Prashact 3 April 2012. Source: aiimes.com 



On February 18, 1 asked the Indian 
ambassador to the United Nations, Hardeep 
Singh Puri, why there was no appetite for a 
strong UN resolution on Syria, 

After all, the violence in Syria seemed to have 
already exceeded that in Libya. If the UN 
could pass Resolution 1973 (on Libya), why 
was it reticent to pass a similar resolution on 
Syria? Puri pointed his finger directly at the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) states. 

They had exceeded the mandate of Resolution 1973, moving for regime change using immense 
violence. All attempts co find a peaceful solution were blocked, The African Union's high-level 
panel was prevented from entering Libya as the NATO barrage began, Any UN resolution that was 
sharply worded and that was not explicitly against a humanitarian intervention would open the 
door to a NATO-style attack. That seems to be the fear. 

If there is a sense that NATO exceeded the mandate of 1973, 1 asked, would the UN now consider 
an evaluation of how it was used in the Libya war? "Russia has asked for the Security Council to 
undertake an evaluation of protection of civilians, because Resolution 1973 is about protecting 
civilians/ 1 Puri said. "So what kind of damage was there, collateral damage to civilians, etc? There 
is great reluctance to undertake that." 

A report by independent Arab human-rights groups in January 2012 and a report by the UN 
Human Rights Council (March 2» 2012} have been largely ignored. Both showed that the 
proposition that Muammar Gaddafi's forces were conducting genocide was grossly exaggerated, 
and both called for an open investigation of NATO's aerial bombardment. 

The point of the second call is simple: if NATO went into the conflict with its "responsibility to 
protect" (R2P) civilians, what was the civilian casualty rate as a result of NATO's bombardment? 
Would the UN Security Council sanction further NATO "humanitarian interventions" if the kill 
rate from the saviors is higher than or equals that of the violence in the first place? 

Puri indicates that the NATO states in the Security Council have not warmed up to the idea of an 
evaluation. When the Human Rights Council began its investigations, NATO's legal adviser Peter 
Olson wrote a sharp letter to the commission's chair: 
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The execution of Gaddafi and the 
attempted humiliation of Africa 



Posted on 28 October 2011 ^ Q 

O Rate This 
By Horace Campbell 27 October 2011, Source: pambazuka.org 

Horace Campbell reconstructs 'the decision at the highest lei *e/s ' to execute L ibya 's Colonel Gaddafi 
and considers 'the urgency for organising' to oppose the remilitarisation o/Afiica. ' 

The inability of the Western media and other 

'information' sources to manage the news of 

the execution of Colonel Gaddafi was 

compounded by the news, according to the 

New York based Human Rights Watch, that 

53 supporters of the ousted regime were 

executed at a hotel in Sine with their hands 

tied behind their backs ( Huffington Post 

October 26. 2011). Wall-to-wall news 

bulletins of the demise of Colonel Gaddafi, 

which should have been a moment of victory 

for the imperial forces, have now turned into 

a public relations disaster and nightmare for 

those military planners who want to 

distance themselves from the gruesome details of the executions. These immoral and illegal 

actions by the military forces and private contractors in Libya backed by NATO were furthered 

with disrespect for religious and cultural traditions where the mortal remains of Gaddafi and his 

son. Muatassim, were kept in a meat freezer until the bodies started to decompose. 

Finally a supposedly secret burial failed to resolve the tussle between those who had hijacked the 
body in the on-going struggle inside the National Transitional Council INTO between the three 
centers of power. Tripoli. Benghazi and Misrata. The factions fear each other and they have lost 
the one factor that united them, hatred for Gaddafi. With fear of other factions in the NTC the 
Benghazi section is calling for the United Nations Security Council to extend the mandate of the no 
fly zone until 31 December 2011. There are members of the UNSC such as Russia who oppose this 
extension. The African Union must call for the immediate end to the mandate of the United 
Nations Security Council Resolution 1973. 

It is now becoming clear that the Western leaders (especially those from Britain, France. Italy and 
the United States) used the cover of protection of civilian lives to go to Libya to carry out regime 
change. Gaddafi had vowed to fight to the end and he did. The destruction of Libya by NATO jets 
was totally unnecessary. Can the people of the West and their leaders say that Libya is now better 
off in October 201 1 than it \vas in March 2011? 




A picture of a damaged neighbourhood in the city of Sine 
on October 28, 2011. 
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Libya: Will the whitewashing start with 
tomorrow's editorials? 
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Posted on 5 November 2011 

#*#** ©2 Votes 

By Peter . 20 Oclober 2011, Source: members5.boardhQst.com/medialens 



I expect most 'papers will feature at least one leader column about the life and death of Muammar 
GadaffL with an overview of the last seven months of conflict in Libya in general Here are a few 
of the things you might expect them to mention: 

• The fact that U.N.S.C.R. 1973 demanded an immediate ceasefire, with even 
Establishment think tanks like the International Crisis Group saving (p. 28) that it was 
NATO and the NTC, rather than the Gadaffi regime, who were rejecting all such ceasefire 
attempts out of hand. 

• The fact that there was no mandate for regime change, even though this is what the 
NATO action was clearly aimed at* 

• The looting, burning and emptying of the villages of al-Awaniya, Rayayinah. Zawiyat al- 
Bagul and Qawalish by vengeful rebels in July, as documented by Human Rights Watch. 

• The bombing of Libyan stale T.V. by RjV.F. fighter jets in July, which reportedly killed a 
number of journalists and was subsequently condemned as a war crime by Reporters 
Without Borders, UNESCO and the International Federation of lournalists, 



The countless other civilians killed by NATO bombing raids, as reported by various new 
agencies and even corporate journalists themselves. 

What can only be described as the ethnic cleansing of Tawergha, a primarily black town 
that was emptied of it's population (circa 30*000) by vengeful rebels in mid-August, with 
NATO air support. The rebels then proceeded to loot and down burn homes, kill 
livestock, and spray racist graffiti everywhere while vowing to never let the Tawerghans 
return. 



The reduction of Sirte, previously a town of lOO'OOO people, to a smoking ruin via a three 
to four week long siege. The siege encompassed daily indiscriminate bombing, the 
cutting off of water, food, medicine and electricity supplies, the shelling of a hospital, 
and widespread looting by rebels. Aid agencies described what was happening to the 
town as a humanitarian disaster . 

The looting, burning and emptying of Abu Hadi by vengeful rebels in early October, as 
documented by the L.A. Times. 



Search this si 




Follow us via 



Enter your email i 
receive an update 
article is publishe 




Recent Posts 



America's Vassal 4 
and Illegally 

Rebels preparing 
chemical weapon: 
Syria via Turkey 

The Framing of al 

Straining NATO oi 
Syrian leash 

Who said Gaddafi 
go? (Excerpts) 



Blogroll 



GlobalResearch.a 
Human Rights In\ 
John Pilger 
Libya S.O.S. 
Libyan Insider 
Mathaba 
Media Lens 
Net News Global 
Stop NATO 
The War On Demi 



r.i-n 



L^iJ 



A B* 7:16pm h * 




es.wordpress.com/2011/10/23 



Contact us 



c 




War Crimes! 



Exposing media lies as war propaganda. 



The Real Reason Obama Sent Troops 
To Uganda 



Posted on 23 October 2011 ^ o 

#*#** O 4 Votes 

By Junious Ricardo Stanton, 22 Ociober 2011, Source: iheblacklistpub.ning.com 

"A determined push by Western wildcatters and big oil companies fiom fast-growing Asian 
economies such as those of China and Malaysia may change the fortunes of several countries in 
remoter and trickier bits ofAfiica once largely ignored by foreign investors. One of the most 
spectacular recent finds has been in Uganda. The resen 'es of the Albertine rift, which takes in the 
Ugandan and Congolese shores of I ake Albert (see mapl are said to need Sit? billion for 
development All being welt Uganda will soon become a mid-sized producer, alongside countries 
such as Mexico. Foreign in vestment in Uganda may nearly double this year to S3 billion The country 
expects to earn $2 billion ayearfi*om oil by 2015'' [The Economist! 




On Friday Ociober 14th President Obama 

sent a letter to Congress informing them he 

was sending a small contingent of US Special 

Ops Forces to Uganda ostensibly on another 

"humanitarian mission" to advise Ugandan 

officials tracking down Joseph Kony the 

newest bogey man being used to justify US 

intervention, imperialism and the imposition 

of AFRICOM on the African continent. Just 

like the Orwellian doublespeak Obama used 

when he and the NATO warmongers 

attacked Libya for "humanitarian reasons" 

on behalf of the international bankers 

supposedly to prevent Col. Mormar Kadafi 

from killing rebels, Obama is now sending 

troops into Uganda to stop another "notorious bad guy" from murdering, looting and wrecking 

havoc in Central Africa! This song is getting old and tired: invasion is peace, massive murder of 

civilians is part of the program and theft of resources is liberation. George Orwell would be so 

proud. 

At some point in time, the US public must stop believing the mass media's unsubstantiated 
assertions and start asking pointed questions like: why after twenty-five years is Joseph Kony all 
of a sudden such an evil force? But beyond that, stop and think a minute and look at history. 
Where did Saddam Hussein and Osama bin-Laden get the weapons, military support and the 
knowhow the US claimed they were using to either to kill dissident Iraqis or to mastermind 9-11? 
Now we are being asked to believe Joseph Kony is this monster who needs Uncle Sam to come in 
and bring him to justice?! We need to ask ourselves where is Kony getting the weapons, 
camouflage gear, food and supplies he needed to start his reign of terror that has been going on 



Ugandan military UPDF personnel use swatches to 

disperse supporters of Ugandan opposition leader Kizza 

Beslgye on May 12 
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Irresponsible Misrata rebels use hospitals as their headquarters 



August 13, 2011 



«9l 




@antiwar_soldier recently brought my attention to a video that was uploaded 
back in May, In a television show, two Ukrainian medical staff who have been 
evacuated from Misrata give a first-hand account of the situation in the war- 
torn Libyan city. The most interesting part of the video for our purposes 
begins at 8:56. when former [■«! 
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NATO's lies: The civilian casualties in Surman 



August 10, 2011 



^6 




Investigation published today an analysis of a NATO press release that 
followed an airstrikein §urman on 20 Jun 2011. Here's a translation of that 
analysis by Simon de Beer into English. You can find the original article in 
French here. And NATO's statement in English here* The translation of the 
article starts here: The [...] 
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Massacre in Zliten: 85 civilians killed in NATO air strikes 



August m 2011 



"9 



According to the Libyan government, 85 civilians were killed in NATO air strikes in a village 
called Majer, 10km south of Zlitan, on Monday. Here is a very graphic (I) video which shows the 
mutilated, dead bodies of the victims, including children, NATO dismissed the government's 
report as usual, saying that they had no evidence [,„] 

Posted in: Africa All posts, Libya 



BPs secret Iraqi oil deals 



August Z 2011 



^0 



The Observer broke the story last week of how it was revealed that BP had secret renegotiations 
of its oil contracts in Iraq, describing the result as a stranglehold on the Iraqi economy. Of 
course, the idea that the actual motivation for the war in Iraq is based on the West's economic 
interest is nothing new. [...] 

Posted in: All posts, Iraq 



Statement by the Employees of the Libyan Broadcasting Authority 



August 2. 2011 



o0 



On 30 July 2011. NATO hit broadcasting facilities of the Libyan al-Jamahirtya state television. 
According to the TV station, three people were killed and 15 injured during the attack. NATO 
said it aimed to degrade Gaddafi's "use of satellite television as a means to intimidate the Libyan 
people and incite acts of violence against them". 1*..| 

Posted in: Africa, All posts, Libya 
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NORTH KOREA LOST THIRTY PERCENT OF ITS POPULATION AS A 
RESULT OF US LED BOMBINGS IN THE 1 950S. 

By Prof Michel Chossudovsky 

Most people in America consider North Korea as an inherently 
aggressive nation and a threat to global security. 

Media disinformation sustains North Korea as a "rogue state ". 

The history of the Korean war and its de\ 'astating consequences are 
rarely mentioned. America is portrayed as the victim rather than the 
aggressor 

North Korea lost thirty percent of its population as a result of US led 
bombings in the 1950s. 

US military sources confirm that 20 percent of North Korea's 
population was killed off over a three year period of intensive 
bombings: 

'After destroying North Korea s 78 cities and thousands of her 
villages, and killing countless numbers of her civilians, [General] 
L eMay remarked, "Over a period of three years or so we killed off 
- what - tiventy percent of the population. " 
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It is now believed that the population north of the imposed 38th 
Parallel lost nearly a third its population of 8 - 9 million people 
during the 37-month long "hot " war, 1950 - 19S3. perhaps an 
unprecedented percentage of mortality suffered by one nation due to 
the belligerence of another. "^See War Veteran Brian Willson. Korea 
and the Axis of Evil. Global Research, April, 2002) 

Official South Korean government sources estimate North Korean 
civilian deaths at 1,550,000 




Long lines of refugees fleeing from Yongdong on 26 July 1 950. The day before, 
hundreds of refugees were massacred by U.S. soldiers and warplanes at bridge at 

No Gun Ri. eight miles away. 



During The Second World War the United Kingdom lost 0.94% of its 
population. France lost 1.35%, China lost 1.89% and the US lost 
0.32%. 

During the Korean war, North Korea lost 30 % of its population. In 
the words of General Curtis Lemay: 

There at e no innocent civilians. It is their government and you are 
fighting a people, you are not trying to fight an ai vied force anymore. 
So it doesn 't bother me so much to be killing the so-called 
innocent bystanders, (emphasis added) 




Reflect for a few minutes on these figures: If a foreign power had 
bombed the US and America had lost thirty percent of its population 
as result of foreign aggression, Americans across the land would 
certainly be aware of the threat to their national security emanating 
from this unnamed foreign power. 
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napalm, deliberately dropped on virtually every space in the 
country. "Every means of communication, every installation, 
factory, city, and village" was ordered bombed by General 
MacArthur in the fall of 1950. It never stopped until the day 
of the armistice on fuly 27, 1953. (See War Veteran Brian 
Willson. Korea and the Axis of Evil, Global 'Research, April, 
2002) 



T 



people of Norm Korea, m tneir inner consciousness 
human beings, the aggressor, which inflicted more than two million 
deaths on a country of 8-9 million (1950s) is the United States of 
America. 

These facts continue to be concealed by die Western media to 
sustain the "Axis of Evil" legend, which portrays North Korea as a 
threat and "rogue state", to be condemned by the "international 
community". 

Genocide is defined under the 1948 United Nations Convention on 
the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (CPPCG) as 
the 
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"the deliberate and systematic destruction of in whole or in 
part, of an ethnic, racial, religious, or national 
group ". Article 2 of this convention defines genocide as "any 
of the following acts committed with intent to destroy, in 
whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious 
group, as such: killing members of the group; causing 
serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group; 
deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life, 
calculated to bring about its physical destruction in whole or 




r.i/i 



L-'rj 



Ay* 7:22 



•- 



P±A 



CONCENTRATION/ 
STARVATION CAMP 




DESIGNED, 
MANUFACTURED, 
FREQUENTLY BOMBED 
& MANAGED BY ISRAEL 



Puppet State America ~ Paul Craig Roberts 

informationclearinghouse.info 
... and to declare Israeli war crimes and Israeli crimes against humanity to ... 



■ ii m i— . ■*■■; 



■fitwma 



j^iil\ y^' w**£ai 4kUAA j$*aJI ^jt *> 



^ 



r.i.n 



L'i'J 



-» 











j^uSS ■» 1 * ^-*$i-i 4kuaa j$*aJI *j$$i j3 b 



A War Crime in Iraq : The New Yorker fri...^.. ».,..— a 

newyorker.com 
A War Crime in Iraq : The New Yorker 



r.i/i 



i.'i*j 



AH<* 7:25 



PM *t .1 




/07/06/090 



THE NEW YORKER 



chadounan 




MecltheNEWE-Class 

EXPAND > 



MmMalkra 



MORE -v 



A REPORTER AT LARGE 

THE KILL COMPANY 

Did a colonel's fiery rhetoric set the conditions for a massacre? 
BYRAFFI KHATCHADOURIAN 
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Soldiers engaged in Operation Iron Triangle carry a body bag containing a dead Iraqi near Lake Tharthar, on May 9, 
2006. Photograph by Specialist Teddy Wade. 



Three years ago, at a hastily built command center in the Iraqi desert, near Samarra, a U.S. 
Army colonel knelt over a dust-caked body bag. Inside were the remains of a man who 
had just been killed by soldiers in the colonel's brigade, which was engaged in a vast air- 
assault mission called Operation Iron Triangle. The soldiers had been hunting for militants in 
nearby villages and crumbling Baathist-era buildings, some of which had been constructed by 
Saddam Hussein to serve the Al Muthanna chemical-weapons complex — a series of dirt-covered 
bunkers that rise from the desert like Babylonian temples. After the Gulf War, soldiers working 
for the United Nations and the U.S. military had sealed the bunkers with concrete. Farmers and 
herders began occupying the surrounding villages, and after Saddam's overthrow, in 2003, they 
were joined by Al Qaeda fighters, who came to the remote area to train or hide. The colonel, 
looking at the corpse, saw that it was that of an old man who had been shot in the chest — he was 
unshaved but not bearded, and a white dishdasha that clothed his body was blood-soaked. A 
pair of dentures, loosened from his gums, protruded from his jaw. 

The colonel, Michael Dane Steele, was a man of daunting physical stature and reputation. Forty- 
five years old, with an angular face and cropped graying hair, Steele had grown up on a farm 
near Athens, Georgia. He played college football as a walk-on offensive lineman, at the 
University of Georgia, and eventually earned an athletic scholarship there, practicing so 
relentlessly that his coach named an award for perfect attendance after him. (Nobody has since 
managed to win it.) Within the Army, he was best known for his actions in Somalia, where, in 
1993, he commanded a company of Rangers that engaged in a fifteen-hour gunfight in 
Mogadishu. When he landed in Iraq, in 2005, Steele was the only brigade commander there to 
have experienced sustained urban warfare before 9/11. He arrived with a clear sense of 
purpose: to subdue violence with violence, to hunt down and kill insurgents in a region of 
roughly ten thousand square miles within Salah ad Din province, which includes the cities of 
Samarra, Tikrit, and Bayji. Steele had memorized the faces of dozens of high-value targets in the 
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Soldiers engaged in Operation Iron Triangle carry a body bag containing a dead Iraqi near Lake Tharthar, on May 9, 
2006. Photograph by Specialist Teddy Wade. 



Three years ago, at a hastily built command center in the Iraqi desert, near Samarra, a U.S. 
Army colonel knelt over a dust-caked body bag. Inside were the remains of a man who 
had just been killed by soldiers in the colonel's brigade, which was engaged in a vast air- 
assault mission called Operation Iron Triangle. The soldiers had been hunting for militants in 
nearby villages and crumbling Baathist-era buildings, some of which had been constructed by 
Saddam Hussein to serve the Al Muthanna chemical-weapons complex — a series of dirt-covered 
bunkers that rise from the desert like Babylonian temples. After the Gulf War, soldiers working 
for the United Nations and the U.S. military had sealed the bunkers with concrete. Farmers and 
herders began occupying the surrounding villages, and after Saddam's overthrow, in 2003, they 
were joined by Al Qaeda fighters, who came to the remote area to train or hide. The colonel, 
looking at the corpse, saw that it was that of an old man who had been shot in the chest — he was 
unshaved but not bearded, and a white dishdasha that clothed his body was blood-soaked. A 
pair of dentures, loosened from his gums, protruded from his jaw. 

The colonel, Michael Dane Steele, was a man of daunting physical stature and reputation. Forty- 
five years old, with an angular face and cropped graying hair, Steele had grown up on a farm 
near Athens, Georgia. He played college football as a walk-on offensive lineman, at the 
University of Georgia, and eventually earned an athletic scholarship there, practicing so 
relentlessly that his coach named an award for perfect attendance after him. (Nobody has since 
managed to win it.) Within the Army, he was best known for his actions in Somalia, where, in 
1993, he commanded a company of Rangers that engaged in a fifteen-hour gunfight in 
Mogadishu. When he landed in Iraq, in 2005, Steele was the only brigade commander there to 
have experienced sustained urban warfare before 9/11. He arrived with a clear sense of 
purpose: to subdue violence with violence, to hunt down and kill insurgents in a region of 
roughly ten thousand square miles within Salah ad Din province, which includes the cities of 
Samarra, Tikrit, and Bayji. Steele had memorized the faces of dozens of high-value targets in the 
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Iraq war logs: These crimes were not secret, they were tolerated 

Why did we not investigate allegations of murder and torture in Iraq at the time, when it was well known what was 
going on? 




O Iraqi soldiers guard a blindfolded detainee during an operation outside Baquba, north of Baghdad. Photograph: AFP/Getty Images 

Peter Beaumont 



The most shocking of the revelations in the current batch of leaked Iraq war logs is that most of the 
acts of torture and murder were committed in the open. They weren't secret. They were tolerated, 
sanitised - justified, even. Take the Wolf Brigade, the 2nd battalion of the interior ministry's special 
commandos. Everybody knew about them. You would see them in their pick-up trucks wearing 
balaclavas. When there was a sectarian murder people would talk about the wolves, until they 
became a shorthand to describe a certain kind of cruel violence. The wolf commandos became killers 
in the uniform of the Iraqi police. 

I recall speaking to UN human rights investigators, western police advisers, diplomats and army 
officers about what was going on. In 200s an Iracii government official confirmed a list of places 
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O Thursday 28 October 2010 16.03 BST 

Iraq war logs: Prisoner beaten to death days after British handover to police 

High-level diplomatic protests were made to Iraqi interior minister after death of Abbas Alawi while in custody of 
Basra police 




■3 Iraqi men are frisked by a Britrsh soldier before being allowed lo re-enter Basra. Photograph: Chris Hetgren/Reuters 



David Leigh 



An Iraqi criminal prisoner was tortured and beaten to death within three days of being turned over to 
police in Basra by British troops. 

This latest detailed evidence of previously covered-up Iraq atrocities has emerged following the leak 
of a vast number of Iraq war logs compiled by the US army and containing hour-by-hour military field 
reports. 

The 391.832 previously secret field reports, passed to the Guardian and other newspapers by the 
online whistleblowing group WikiLeaks, has already shown that US authorities tailed to investigate 
hundreds of reports of abuse, rape and murder by Iraqi police and soldiers. 
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Iraq war logs: Operation Steel Curtain and its 25 ignored civilian casualties 

Military trumpeted Husaybah campaign as victory over foreign fighters but didn't mention the innocents lying in 
the rubble 




■3 US soldiers crouch behind an Iraqi woman in Ubaydi in November 2005. Photograph: Sean Smith tor the Guardian 



Jonathan Steele 



In press releases and other public statements on their major offensives in Iraq, US officials 
consistently downplayed the numbers of civilians they killed - or denied killing any at all. The secret 
reports from the frontline that form the bulk of the leaked war logs routinely follow this policy, 
giving totals of EKIA (enemy killed in action) but providing no evidence of attempts to check whether 
the bodies are those of insurgents or unarmed civilians. 

A rare exception was the large-scale offensive by 2,500 US marines, soldiers and sailors on the 
western Iraqi town of Husayba, close to the Syrian border, in November 2005. Codenamed Operation 
Steel Curtain, its aim was to prevent foreign fighters and weapons entering Iraq from Syria. It was 
touted as a successful assault when it ended after 17 davs. An official statement said 119 insureents 
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Why did we not investigate allegations of murder and torture in Iraq at the time, when it was well known what was 
going on? 




O Iraqi soldiers guard a blindfolded detainee during an operation outside Baquba, north of Baghdad. Photograph: AFP/Getty Images 

Peter Beaumont 



The most shocking of the revelations in the current batch of leaked Iraq war logs is that most of the 
acts of torture and murder were committed in the open. They weren't secret. They were tolerated, 
sanitised - justified, even. Take the Wolf Brigade, the 2nd battalion of the interior ministry's special 
commandos. Everybody knew about them. You would see them in their pick-up trucks wearing 
balaclavas. When there was a sectarian murder people would talk about the wolves, until they 
became a shorthand to describe a certain kind of cruel violence. The wolf commandos became killers 
in the uniform of the Iraqi police. 

I recall speaking to UN human rights investigators, western police advisers, diplomats and army 
officers about what was going on. In 200s an Iracii government official confirmed a list of places 
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Iraq war logs: Battle for Samarra killed dozens of innocent people 

Blow-by-blow files say nothing about 48 or more civilians killed in Operation Baton Rouge against insurgent 
strongholds 




O A US soldier on a rooftop in Samana. the scene in October 2004 of heavy civilian casualties that went unacknowledged by the military. Photograph: 
WarricK Page/Warrick Page/Getty Images 

Jonathan Steele 



Laden with heavy weaponry the AC-13O gunships were ready, the 1st Squadron of the 4th Cavalry 
was poised for attack and, sitting in front of their computer screens, US intelligence officers were 
about to record an extraordinary blow-by-blow account of the biggest US offensive since the invasion 
of Iraq in March 2003. 

It was just after midnight on 1 October 2OO4, 17 months to the day since George Bush had announced 
the end of US combat operations in Iraq. The city of Samarra, 80 miles north of Baghdad, had become 
a no-go area for US forces with insurgents ensconced in all the main civic buildings as well as its 
famous al-Askari mosque. 
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U.S. Army Pjc Shane Bordonado patrols the streets o/AI Asiriya/i. Iraq in 2008 

The Iraqi puzzle of life confirms an endless number of tragedies: 

Ethnic tension and sectarianism have become a major element in Iraqi politics 
since the US/UK invasion of 2003. a polarization of inter-group relations Iraqis 
had not known before. This explains much of the existing hideous crime 
including murder, kidnapping, property destruction and, most noteworthy, the 
deteriorating relationships between Baghdad and the three northern Kurdish 
governorates. 

Since the years of war, sanctions and occupation, Iraq's once state-ofthentrt 
medical system has all but collapsed. Malnutrition and diseases, almost 
forgotten in Iraq, such as respiratory infections; measles; typhoid fever and 
tuberculosis have re-emerged on a large scale. The planned destruction of 
water and sanitation facilities , especially in the 1991 war, and recurrent drug 
shortages, throughout the period of sanctions and after the 2003 invasion, 
promoted significantly ill-being, morbidity and mortality in the country (WHO). 

Depleted uranium the armour-piercing radio-active munition, and white 
phosphorus used by the US military in 1991 and 2003 have created serious 
health and environmental dangers in Iraq. In early 2000 the US Government 
sought to prevent WHO from surveying areas in southern Iraq where DU had 
been used. It also rejected any causality with increases in lung cancer, 
leukaemia and congenital birth defects. Fortunately national and 
international efforts have not deterred the collection of more evidence to show* 
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Global Research Editors Note 

I We bring to the attention of our readers this study on the 2006 Al lsh3qi 

massacre in Iraq, where eleven innocent civilians including five children 

, J| were massacred by US occupation forces. The Pentagon immediately 

hi proceeded in portraying the massacre as part of an operation directed 

against Al Oaeda militants. 



According the US Forces Spokesman, William B, Caldwell "US military personnel had followed 
the proper procedures and rules of engagement, and that they had done nothing wrong". 

An investigation was opened following the massacre and the case of was casually dismissed 
The investigation confirmed that US military personnel *had implemented the correct military 
procedures". 

Immediately following the massacre, however, the Iraqi police (which has a mandate to act in 
liaison with the US occupation forces): 

'accused US troops of rounding up and deliberately shooting 11 people, including 
five children and four women, before blowing up their house." 

To which a US military spokesman responded that it was "highly unlikely that the allegations [of 
the Iraqi police] were true*. 

US authorities said they were involved in a firefiqht after a tip-off that an al-Qaeda 
cell leader, Ahmad Abdallah Muhammad Na r is al-Utaibi, was visiting the house and 
that they killed another one named Udai Fans. Caldwell confessed that the 
investigation confirmed the death of 4 to 1 3 persons during the operation. 

This case is not by means unique, it is part of a routine process of killings of Iraqi civilians by US 
forces, using the "war on terrorism" as a pretext. 

Killing of civilians by US "Liberation forces" is the "new normal" under the general umbrella of 
America 'a "humanitarian " undertakings 

Circulate this article far and wide. 
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It provides evidence of crtmes against humanity ordered and implemented by the US 
government. 

Michel Chossudovsky, January 28, 2012 

[note to readers: disturbing photographic evidence] 

The 2006 Mass Murder of Iraqi Civilians by US Forces* Evidence of Unspeakable 
War Crimes 

by Mayyasa Abduljabbar and Dirk Adriaensens 
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If Its marines committed murder, they must be punished. But America is still needed in Iraq 
Jun 1 st 2006 1 From the print edition 

IN MARCH 1968 American soldiers 
occupied the hamlet of My Lai in South 
Vietnam and murdered between 200 and 
500 unarmed men, women and children. 
Of the 26 soldiers charged, only one- 
Lieutenant William Calley-ended up in 
prison. But the crime had a searing 
impact on American attitudes towards 
the Vietnam war, strengthening the belief 
that no good could come of it and that 
America should withdraw, *** 

What happened last November in a hamlet near the western Iraqi town of Haditha was 
not a massacre on the scale of My Lai. Indeed, the full facts are not yet clear, and final 
judgment should be reserved until they are. But the Pentagon does now seem to be 
preparing public opinion for the news that a detachment of marines, America's best 
soldiers, murdered at least 1 5 and perhaps more than 20 unarmed civilians after one 
marine had been killed in a roadside bombing (see article) . 

As in My Lai. the army's first response was to cover up. The marines gave money to the 
victims' families, perhaps to buy silence. The official story was that 15 Iraqi civilians 
were killed by the same bomb that killed the marine, and that another eight victims were 
"gunmen". Courageous reporting by Time magazine has exposed that account as a lie. 
Most of the dead were killed in their homes; most and maybe all were unarmed; and they 
may have been killed in cold blood, not in the heat of battle. Only after Time gave the 
army its findings did the Pentagon launch an investigation of its own. 






Its report— and criminal charges— are said to be pending. 
Until then it is hard to predict what the impact of the 
Haditha massacre will be. Oddly, Iraqis may care least. It is 
after all no longer uncommon in Iraq for scores of civilians 
to be killed every day by bombs or gunfire. Many have also 
been killed for no greater crime than driving too close to 
nervous American military convoys. The stark pictures two 
years ago of American soldiers torturing and humiliating 
prisoners in Baghdad's Abu Ghraib prison dispelled Iraqi 
hopes that Americans would observe higher standards than 
other armies. Despite this, not all Iraqis are clamouring for 
the Americans to go. Far from it As Iraq slips deeper into 
civil war. America's military presence is coming to be seen 
by many of them-Sunniaswell as Shia Arabs-asa 
necessary evil, the only force strong enough right now to 
prop up the elected government and hold the sectarian 
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Book Description 

Release date: October 13. 2005 1 ■ : American Empire Project 

A riveting documentary anthology that examines a deeply disturbing question: Is the United States guilty of war crimes in Iraq? 

Until recently, the possibility thai the United States was responsible for war crimes seemed unthinkable to most Americans. But as previously suppressed 
information has started to emerge-photographs from Abu Ghraib; accounts of US attacks on Iraqi hospitals, mosques, and residential neighborhoods; secret 
government reports defending unilateral aggression-Americans have begun an agonizing reappraisal of the Iraq war and the way in which their government has 
conducted it 

Drawing on a wide range of documents-from the protocols of the Geneva Convention to FBI e-mails about prisoners held in Guantanamo Bay to executive- 
branch papers justifying the circumvention of international law-fn the Name of Democracy examines the legality of the Iraq war and the occupation that followed. 
Included in this powerful investigation are eyewitness accounts* victim testimonials, statements by soldiers turned resisters and whistle-blowers, interviews with 
intelligence insiders, and contributions by Mark Danner and Seymour Hersh. 

The result is a controversial chilling anthology that explores the culDability of officials as v/ell as the responsibilities of ordinary citizens, and for the first time 
squarely confronts the matter of American impun t 
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Editorial Reviews 

From Booklist 

As Americans undergo an agonizing reappraisal of the war in Iraq and its relationship to the war on terror strong evidence has arisen that America's war crimes 
are normative rather than exceptional infractions by a few lew-ranking individuals, as commonly portrayed. This excellent anthology includes interviews* FBI 
documents, legal briefs, and statements by soldiers turned resisters. all offering a chilling look at how the war was begun and is currently operating. Part 1 
examines the evidence pointing to war crimes committed by the U $, trom the perspective of international law, in its tactics of preemptive strike and violations of 
humanitarian law designed to protect combatants and civilians. Other sections explore who is accountable for the torture and other illegal acts performed in the 
course of the war as well as the role of resisters and objectors. Finally, this work examines the failure of our established institutional structure to restrain the 
administration's war crimes. This is a timely collection for readers interested in the threat of our war on terror as presently being fought at home and abroad. 
Vernon Ford 
Copyright & American Library Association. AI! rights reserved 



About the Author 



Historian Jeremy Brecher has written and edited more than a dozen books, including Strike! His articles have appeared in the Chicago Tribune, The Nation, 
the Los Angeles Times. Jill Cutler, an assistant dean at Yale College, has edited several books, including Global Visions. Brendan Smith is an expert in 
international taw and a former senior congressional human fiohts and defense aide He has written tor the Los Anoeles Times. The Nation, and Foreman Policv 



nd 



r.i/i 



L'i'J 



AH*> 7:38 pm ?t\, 



5083235/ref=pd_sim_sb 



81-1837862-3784605 



amazon 



it .in." 



Your Amazon.com Todays Deals Gift Cards Sell Help 



^f Father's Day Gifts >snopnow 

^L Sfwnoored tr, DEmLI 



Shop by 
Department * 



Search Books ▼ 
Books Aifranwd Search New Relessei Best Seflers The New Yorit Times* Best Sellers Children's Books Texibooks Sell Your Books Best Books or the Month 




Hello Sign in Join 

Your Account » Prime v 



l* Wish 

J—J Cart » List ▼ 



fii,n to LOOK INSIDE ! 

EMPIRE'S 

WORKSHOP 



UNI 




NEW Inircnmuom 

WT I f Bit P*I»HU HI 4|L»ftUl||kV 

<ittn*t at ittttittt* 

GREG GRANDIN 



ihcn tr iprn rraanrtr d orw 



Levc "i ir itafe :[■ : baci 



Empire's Workshop: Latin America, the United 

States, and the Rise of the New Imperialism 
[Paperback] 

GreoGrandm q (Author) 

: . / '; ■ ' -" *': _ . ■ ' 1 '■■ " f ^■"- ■■» 



Ust Price S I S, 00 

Price $1 278 & FREE Shipping on orders over S25. Details 
You Save 85.22(29%) 

In Stock. 

Ships from and sold byAmazon.com Gift-wop available. 

Want It Tuesday. June 4? Order within 54 h/s 21 mins and choose One-Day 
Shipping at checkout* Details 

45 new from $5.93 60 used from 5275 






BuyNew 612.78 

Quantity 1 J 

Yes, I want REE Two- Day 
Shipping with Amazon Pnme 



& 



Add lo Catl 



01 



Sign in to turn on 1 -Click ordering 
Buy Used S6.78 



I 



AddtDWohUH 



More Buying Choices 
I OS used & new from 82. 7$ 



Have orve to sell? | sell on Amazon i 



Share Ell * Q 



FREE TWO-DAY SHIPPING FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS 



Heanirtare 



amazon 



'52* 



Formats 


Amazon Price 

— 


New from 

315.00 

S598 


Used from 




5j Hardcover, Bargain Price 


32.07 
$2.79 




Paperback 


SI 278 









TEXTBOOKS 



HpntYtH*Toibook5 

Save up lo 70^ when ycu rent your textbooks on Amazon. Keep your textbook rentals for a semester and rental 

return shipping is free 



Book Description 

Release date May 1. 2007 1 ISSN- 1 



0805083235 t\i 978-0305083231 -i, Reprint 



"Grandin has always been a brilliant historian; now he uses his detective skills in a book that is absolutely crucial to understanding our present" 
—Naomi Klein, author of NoLogo 

The British and Roman empires are often invoked as precedents to the Bush administration's aggressive foreign policy. But America's imperial identity was 
actually shaped much closer to home. In a brilliant excavation of long-obscured histcry. Empire $ Workshop shows how Latin America has functioned as a 
proving ground for American strategies and tactics overseas. Historian Greg Grandin follows the United States' imperial operations from Jefferson's aspirations 
for an "empire of liberty" in Cuba and Span-sh Florida to Reagan's support for brutally oppressive but U.S. -friendly regimes in Central America He traces the 
cngins of Bush's current policies back to Latin America- where many of the administration's leading lights first embraced the deployment of military power to 
advance free market economics and enlisted the evangelical movement in support of their ventures 

With much of Latin America now in open rebellion against U.S. domination, Grandin asks: If Washington failed to bring prosperity and democracy to Latin 
America—its own backyard 'workshop 11 - -what are the chances it will do so for the world? 
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Book Description 

Release dale Judy 12. 2011 ISBN-IO 081297896X) IS8N-13 978-081 2978M4 | Edition Reprint 



A BRACING ACCOUNT OF A WAP THAT \S EITHER MISUNDERSTOOD. FORGOTTEN, OR WILLFULLY IGNORED 

For Americans, It was a discrete conflict lasting from 1950 to 1953. But for the Asian world the Korean War was a generations-long struggle that still haunts 
contemporary events. With access to new evidence and secret materials from both here and abroad, including an archive of captured North Korean documents, 
Bruce Cumings reveals the war as it was actually fought. Hedescnbes its origin as a civil war, preordained long before the first shots were fired in June 1950 by 
lingering fury over Japans occupation of Korea from 1910 to 1945. Cumings then shares the neglected history of America's post- World War II occupation of 
Korea, reveals untold stories of bloody insurgencies and rebellions, and tells of the United States officially entering the action on the side of the South, exposing 
as never before the appalling massacres and atrocities committed on all sides 

Elegantly wntten and blisteringly honest The Korean Warts, like the war it illuminates, brief, devastating, and essential 
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Book Description 

Release date October 3, 2006 | IS8N-10 0805081372 1 1S8N-13; 978-0805081374 1 Editor Reprint 

"Themost clear and engaging history of the deadly, historic partnership between Western powers and political l$lam."--Salon.com 

Devils Game is the first comprehensive account of America's misguided efforts, stretching across decades, to dominate the strategically vital Middle East by 
courting and cultivating Islamic fundamentalism. 

Drawing on extensive archival research and interviews with dozens of policy makers and CIA, Pentagon, and foreign service officials, Robert Dreyfuss follows the 

trail of American collusion from support for the Muslim Brotherhood in 1950s Egypt to links with Khomeini and Afghani jihadists, to longstanding ties between 

radical Islamists and the leading banks of the West. The result is as tragic as it is paradoxical: originally deployed as pawns to foil nationalism and communism, 

extremist mullahs and ayatollahs now dominate the landscape, thundering against freedom of thought science, women's rights, secularism—and their former 

patron. 

Chronicling a history of double-dealing, cynical exploitation, and humiliating embarrassment that continues to this day. DeviVsGame reveals a pattern that far 

from furthenng democracy or security ensures a future of blunders and blowbacfc. 
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Book Description 

Release dale May 25. 2004 

"Saudi Arabia is more and more an irrational state-a place that spawns global terrorism even as it succumbs to an ancient and deeply seated isolationism, a 
kingdom led by a royal family that cant get out of the way of its own greed Is this the fulcrum we want the global economy to balance on?' 

In his explosive New York Times bestseller, See No Evil former CIA operative Robert Baer exposed how Washington politics drastically compromised the CIA's 
efforts to fight global terrorism. Now in his powerful new book. Sleeping with the Devil. Baer turns his attention to Saudi Arabia, revealing how our government's 
cynical relationship with our Middle Eastern ally and America* s dependence on Saudi oil make us increasingly vulnerable to economic disaster and put us at risk 
for further acts of terrorism. 



For decades* the United Slates and Saudi Arabia have been locked in a "harmony of interests/ America counted on the Saudis for cheap oil, political stability in 
the Middle East, and lucrative business relationships for the United Slates, while providing a voracious market for the kingdom's vast oil reserves. With money 
and oil flowing freely between Washington and Riyadh, the United States has felt secure in its relationship with the Saudis and the ruling Al Sa'ud family. But the 
rot r I ic core al r ouf "friendship* with the Saudis was dramatically revealed when it became apparent that fifteen of the nineteen September 11 hackers proved 
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The Sorrows of Empire; Militarism, Secrecy, and 
the End of the Republic (The American Empire 
Project) [Paperback] 
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List Price: 517,00 

Price $1 1 .24 & FREE Shipping on orders over S25. Details 
YouSave: 8576134%) 

Only 8 left in stock (more on the way). 

Ships from and sold by Amazon.com Gift- wrap available. 
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SBN 10 0805077979 1 ISBN-1 3 978-0805077971 Edition: 1 st Edition, 4th Printing 



"Impressive ... a powerful indictment of U.S. military and foreign policy. " 
-Los Angeles Times Book Review, from page 

In the years after the Soviet Union imploded, the United States was described first as the globe's lone superpower/ then as a "reluctant sheriff/ next as the 
•indispensable nation/ and in the wake of 9/1 Las a 'New Rome.* In this important national bestseller* Chalmers Johnson thoroughly explores the new militarism 
that is transforming America and compelling us to pick up the burden of empire. 

Recalling the classic warnings against militarism -from George Washington's Farewell Address to Dwight Eisenhower's denunciation of the military-industrial 
complex-Johnson uncovers its roots deep in our past. Turning to the present he maps America's expanding empire of military bases and the vast web of services 
that support them. He offers a vivid look at the new caste of professional militarists who have infiltrated multiple branches of government, who classify as "secret* 
everything they do* and for whom the manipulation of the military budget is of vital interest. 
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In 1946, the International Military Tribunal at Nuremberg slated the following, in language that was introduced 
by Judge Robert Jackson, the lead American prosecutor of Axis war criminate: 



To initiate a war of aggression, therefore, is not only an international crime; it is the supreme 
international crime differing only from other war crimes in that it contains within itself the accumulated 
evil of the whole. 



DIARY RECOMMENDED BY 



RECOMMENDED BY JUSTIN DOOLITTLE — 



Monsanto: A Beginner's Guide to the World's Most 
Dangerous Corporation 

^JohnAloy&ius 73/73 New S7Recs 

Washington police arrest 17 in Occupy Justice 
foreclosure protests , Actions continue today 
^MeieorBiadM 173/173New 184Recs 

Occupy is Dead; Long Live Occupy 
^JotmAloyeiue 1V11 New 21 Recs 

Why I created a Dailykos Group: Progressive 
Atheists 
r 112/112New 27Recs 

Joe Scarborough. You Ignorant Slut (Part 2) 
v 61/61 New 84Recs 

Daily Kos endorsement: Evondrn Thompson, a 

better Democrat for Virginia 

by koa 71/71 New 87 Recs 

Shock Doctrine: While flW screams conspiracy 
theories House GOP votes to END OVERTIME PAY 
for workers 
j^MwsiryOTTruth 177/177 New 271 Rets 

39 percent of people who think Benghazi is the 
biggest scandal ever don't even know where it is 
by Jed Lewisoo 21 3/21 3 New 74 Rers 

Thomas Friedman, private eye 

Af'Twn Tomorrow 30/30 New 62 Recs 



Building a tragedy 
£l'M.itiW'j€rliH 



14/14 New 2SFtecs 



This means that those who launch a war of aggression are responsible for far more than just the initial death 
and destruction caused by the war They should be held responsible for afl of the 'accumulated evif that 
follows and that would not have otherwise occurred. This is a very succinct and intuitive ethical precept that is 
virtually impossible to argue against But while this injunction can't seriously de disputed it can be ignored 
and in fact often is by powerful states. Unfortunately, Jackson's own government has never taken his words 
seriously, and this has never been more evident than in the case of Iraq. 

The United States launched a preventive * not preemptive contrary to what we often read - war against Iraq in 
March of 2003. This is now considered old news. Most people are aware that the attack resulted in death and 
misery on a massive scale - millions of refugees, well over 1 00.000 dead civilians, an exponential increase in 
terrorism, and so on. Nevertheless, talk about Iraq has ail but disappeared in the mainstream, following the 
U.S.'s much-ballyhooed "withdrawal" from the country in 2011. The general feeling seems to be that Iraq was 
a tragic episode one of the worst "blunders" in the annals of American foreign policy, but is now thankfully 
behind us No American service member has been killed in Iraq since November of 201 1 . 

However, the war is far from over for the people of Iraq. They are living with the consequences of the war every 
day, and will be for quite some time. The country is t to this day, terrorized by suicide bombings, which, 
crucially, did not existin Iraq prior to the American invasion. In early 2008, Robert Fisk called the acute reality 
of suicide terrorism in Iraq "perhaps the most ghoulish and frightening legacy of George Bush's invasion" 
Now, more than five years later, the "perhaps" can safely be removed from that sentence. On Tuesday, 1 6 
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Chomsky/Pilger demand US Govt be prosecuted for war crimes 



Search 



Posted on June 1,2013 by admin 




Today. Noam Chomsky, the renowned political commentator and professor of 
linguistics, called for George W Bush and Tony Blair to be prosecuted in the 
international courts for war crimes and crimes against humanity, Three days 
ago. the award- winning journalist John Pilger also called for those responsible 
in the USA and Britain of conducting the war in Iraq to be prosecuted. The 
obvious question is: who's going to take this forward...? 

In 2003. die US and Britain invaded Iraq under the pretext of finding weapons of 
mass destruction. But no such weapons were ever found in Iraq. Subsequently the 
excuse of WMD was shown to be a lie. It has been estimated that more than one 
million Iraqis were killed as the result of the US-led invasion and subsequent 
occupation of the country, according to the California-based investigative 
organization, Project Censored, 

Chomsky has called for those guilty to be prosecuted. Similarly, Pilger: "These 
crimes, their iniquity on a par with Woolwich, await prosecution. But who wail 
demand it? In the kabuki theatre of Westminster politics, the faraway violence of 
"our values" is of no interest, Do the rest of us also turn our backs?" 



Pilger wrote about the legacy of the US/UK war against Iraq and the terrible, 
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The Obama administration is even more fixated on secrecy than its Repubfican 
predecessor whose crimes go unpunished and in many case, repeated The 
continuity of the two war-making regimes is obvious. As it turns out there are 
only so many ways to run "the world's greatest killing machine* - and they are 
all mass murderous. 



War Crime Whistleblower in Obama's Sights, War 
Criminals Not 

by Paul Street 

This article previously appeared in Zn et . 

• 7fte new leak of classified documents suggests a murderous empire that is out 

of control compelled to kilt and kill again like a pitiless Mafia Don in order to 

create an illusion of success * 

Private First Class Bradley Manning, a 22 year old U.S. Army intelligence analyst 
stationed in Iraq, is being prosecuted by the Obama administration for 
disclosing a classified video showing American troops murdering civilians in 
Baghdad from an Apache Attack Helicopter in 2007. Eleven adults were killed in 
the attack captured on tape, including two Reuters journalists. Two children 
were critically injured The video (available at www collateratmurder com ) was 
published by WikiLeaks in early April of this year. The soldiers shown in the 
video have yet to face charges. Manning is looking at 52 years in federal prison 
if convicted, 

tt might seem odd to some that the Obama White House is going after Manning 
and not the war criminals Manning may have helped expose. Didn't Obama use 
hts opposition to the highly unpopular Iraq War to advance his presidential 
campaign in 2007 and 20087 Yes, he did, but once he succeeded in exploiting 
the Iraq War to gain the nation's highest office, Obama became commander in 
chief of the world's greatest imperial killing machine. He and his handlers hardly 
want lo do anything that might inhibit the American military's freedom of action 
as he conducts a "five-front tenor war" (Glenn Greenwald) in Iraq (where Obama 
has defied his campaign promises by acting to sustain the U.S. occupation), 
Ethiopia, Somalia. Afghanistan, and Pakistan. It should also be remembered that 
US. Senator and presidential candidate Obama repeatedly voted to fund the Iraq 
occupation, campaigned for pro-war against anti-war Democrats in the 2006 
congressional primaries, and never once criticized Cheney and George W. 
Bush's invasion of Iraq on moral or legal grounds. Candidate Obama's only 
problem with the Iraq occupation was that it did not make strategic sense for the 
interests of the supposedly benevolent and exceptionally humane and 
democratic American Empire. He saw the Iraq occupation like the elite 
Democratic 'doves" of the late 1960s saw the Vietnam War - as a tactical 
'mistake* carried out with the best indeed an excess, of democratic intentions. 
In late 2006. speaking to the Chicago Council of Global Affairs, Obama even had 
the cold imperial audacity to say the following in support of his claim that most 
US. citizens supported "victory" in Iraq: "The American people have been 
extraordinarily resolved. They have seen their sons and daughters killed or 
wounded in the streets of FallujaK* 

1 Once Obama succeeded m exploiting the Iraq War to gain the nation *s highest 
office Obama became commander in chief of the world*s greatest imperial 

faffing machine* 

This was a spine-chilling selection of locales. Fallujah was the site for colossal 
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Lest We Forget...: What Shall Be Done with the War Criminals? 

aka-alien.blogspot.com 
US UK War Crimes: More leukemia in Iraq than after Hiroshima as result of ... 
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The main charges, as listed below, relate directly to the Iraq War and the ... 
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Five Years In, Iraq War Pushes On 

Posted: March 19,2008 

Five years into the war in Iraq, the United States is still working to secure the country and 
create conditions for a lasting peace between religious factions. 




Nearly 4,000 American soldiers have died and 30,000 have been injured in the 
Iraq war since the conflict began in March 2003. 



In the years since the war began, Iraq has achieved a democratically elected 
government and its ousted leader, Saddam Hussein, was captured and put to death 
for war crimes. But divisions between two sects of Islam, Sunni and Shiite, have 
caused a violent rift in the country, and the U.S. military has faced a brutal insurgenc 

Nearly 4,000 American soldiers have died and another 30,000 injured, according to tl 
Washington Post. About 171 British and between 200,000 and 600,000 Iraqis have 
died, according to the Guardian Newspaper. 

The war has cost the United States an estimated $3 trillion dollars, economists told 
the Washington Post. 



Origins of the war 
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Ethan McCord, a former US soldier, has shown great courage and 
integrity by exposing and condemning US war crimes in Iraq. 

McCord's courage and integrity has nothing to do with his US 
army training. In fact, his virtue and trenchant humanity is in spite 
of his US army training which, he says, systematically tried to turn 
him into a cold-blooded killing machine bereft of any morals or 
conscience. (1) 

What his testimony shows beyond any shadow of a doubt is that 
US involvement in Iraq has got nothing - nothing - to do with a 
"war on terror". It is in fact a war of terror perpetrated on civilians; 
a war crime involving daily crimes against humanity. The kind of 
war crime that Nazi leaders were prosecuted for at Nuremburg. It 
is far from hyperbole for the international community to insist that 
political and military leaders, from Bush and Blair to Obama and 
Brown, should be likewise prosecuted as war criminals. 

In July 2007, McCord was on patrol with his platoon in Baghdad 
when they came under fire from insurgents. A US helicopter 
gunship soon arrived, but instead of combating the insurgents it 

proceeded to deliberately and methodically mow down civilians, including children. The carnage, 

he says, was sickening. 

Against his commander's orders, McCord rescued two badly injured children from the pile of 
corpses. Unfortunately, for the US military top brass, a video of this mass murder of innocents 
recorded from the helicopter has since been "leaked" into the public domain and is now 
accessible via the internet, thanks to the campaigning work of human rights group WikiLeaks 
(http://www.collateralmurdercom/). 

McCord makes some insightful comments about the true nature of US military involvement in 
Iraq (Afghanistan and Pakistan), He says that the above incident was far from an isolated 
erroneous event. Such massacre is "an everyday occurrence". That is, when the US military 
apologises for "accidently" killing civilians in Iraq (Afghanistan and Pakistan), this is just a 
cynical ploy to disguise the fact that it is doing such killing deliberately and on a daily basis. 

Also, McCord says he initially served in Iraq with pride, thinking that he was fighting for freedom 
and democracy. What he learnt through his experience though was that he and his fellow 
soldiers are deliberately dehumanised by their commanders to become mass murderers. 
Tragically, when they leave the army many of these soldiers take their own lives from the trauma 
and crimes they are induced to commit. McCord shows that ultimately it is ordinary Americans 
who are paying the heavy human, moral, psychological, social and financial price for the war 
crimes of their country - while the architects of such crimes are cosseted by wealth and 
privilege. 

As he puts it: "The people who are driving the system don't have to deal with the repercussions. 
It's the American people who have to deal with them. They're the ones who have to deal with all 
of these soldiers who come back from war, have no outlets and blow up. 

"I still live with this every day. When I close my eyes I see what happened that day 
and many other days like a slide show in my head. The smells come back to me. 
The cries of the children come back to me. The people driving this big war machine, 
they don't have to deal with this. They live in their S36 million mansions and sleep 
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